BASKET DESIGNS OF THE POMO INDIANS!
By S. A. BARRETT

The following is a preliminary account of the basket designs of
the Pomo Indians of California and is intended to show only the
more important features of the subject. It is based chiefly on in
vestigations carried on during 19o4 for the Department of An-
thropology of the University of California. Among the seven dia-
lects of the Pomo linguistic stock there are but three, the Northern,
Central, and Eastern, all in central Mendocino and central Lake
counties, that are now spoken by any considerable number of Indians,
and with the people in this particular region the art of basket mak-
ing is, at present, on the whole more highly perfected than with the
people of the remaining Pomo area. Consequently it is chiefly
from the people of these three dialectic groups that information
concerning basketry was obtained.

In technique Pomo basketry shows great variety. Of coiling
there are two forms: single-rod and three-rod foundation. Of
twining there are, exclusive of those used for border finish only,
five forms: plain-twined, diagonal-twined, lattice-twined, three-
strand twined, and three-strand braided. Of these twined weaves
the first three are in common use, the fourth is rarely used as the
weave of an entire basket, and the fifth is very rarely so used.
The lattice-twined weave seems to be confined entirely to the Pomo
and adjacent Indians of other linguistic stocks but of similar cul-
ture. The following fact concerning manipulation is noteworthy : As
one looks at the outer surface of the bottom of a basket, coiling
always progresses in a counterclockwise direction, twining always
in a clockwise direction.

In form also a very great diversity is shown, there being all
shapes from cylindrical, through globose and conical, to the flat

1Read at the meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, August 3I.
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