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The Solomon Island basket, with its peculiar patchlike base, shown in Plate L,
Figs. 4 and 6, has been somewhat of a mystery to anthropologists. It has even been
supposed that the basket is first made and then for some unknown reason patched.

The materials for the following account were obtained in the island variously called
Eddystone, Simbo, or Narovo in the western part of the Solomon Islands. Here, and
probably throughout the group, the manufacture is carried out exclusively by women.

The baskets are made from leaves of the coco-nut palm called ngandi, which are
about 120 to 130 cm. in length, and about 6 cm. in width at their broadest part. Only
new leaves from near the top of the tree are used. The leaves are stripped off
with a piece of bark attached ; the leaves and attached part together are called talonjo,
and the piece of bark simalona. These are dried over a special kind of fire, called
vinato, made by heaping a square mass of stones, spreading firewood over them, and
stones again over all. When the fire has been lighted and the stones are well heated.
the talomjo are held over the stones at such a distance as to give a very decided heat to
the hand. The leaves sweat when thus held over the fire, and are kept there till they
are quite dry, probably for about ten minutes as a rule, and the long leaf is then
readily split down the middle and the midrib (pipiruku) taken out. The halves of
the leaves are then split into narrow strips ; those near the edge of the leaf called the
talinga (ears) are of no use, so they are torn off and thrown into the sea. The tips of
the half leaves are then snipped off with the nail and the leaves split, also with the nail,
into narrow strips called njira. In the case of every alternate n#jira the splitting is
carried right up to the simalona, but the intervening strips are only split up to about
16-18 em. from the top ; the broader strips at the top being called ruanjira, i.e., two
njira. Each ruanjira is thus about 3 mm. in width, divided about 16-18 cm. from its
attachment into two strips, each about 15 mm. above, gradually tapering off to a
breadth of about a millimetre. The strips next to the midrib, called epata, are coarser
than the rest, and are separated to be used for the manufacture of the ruder kinds of
basket. The finer split strips are separated from the simalorna ready for use and are
then called kotungandi. The basket is called mani, and the process of its manufacture
or plaiting is called wiri.

For the purpose of description it will be convenient to divide the process of
manufacture into three stages :—(1) Making the upper rim ; (2) Making the hody of
the basket, including the lower rim; (3) Filling in the base.

(1) The first step is to prepare a piece of leaf called pinggu vaperangai, which
is used as a framework on which to start the ‘upper rim of the basket. This does
not enter into the completed structure, but is removed when the rim is joined into
a circle. The pinggu should be properly prepared ; but, as it does not actually form
part of the basket, the Eddystone women are now content to use it green, though
it was said that in Ruviana it is still properly dried. The process of beginning a new
basket is called pinggupinggu mani.

In the specimen figured (Fig. 1), the pinggu (A) consists of a double strip of leaf,
split about 15-16 cm. from its base into six strips which form the wefts.* At
the point where the splitling begins the pinggu is folded obliquely, and the wefts
are interlaced as shown in the illustration. Then other wefts (kotungandi) are
introduced and interwoven with the pinggu to form the upper rim of the basket.

* The term weft is applied to each weaving element, whether consisting of one or more strips

of leaf.



