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ON TWO MEDICINE-BASKETS FROM SARAWAK.

By R. SHELFORD, M.A., Curator of the Sarawak Museum.
[PrEsENTED FEBRUARY 10TH, 1903. WitH Prate XVI.]

THE objects figured on Plate X VI are two medicine-baskets (lupong), with some of
their contents, of late the property of two Sea-Dyak witch-doctors (manang). The
basket shown on the right was bought by a Sea-Dyak, Garaman by name, a
former collector for the Sarawak Museum, from a manang in the Saribas district,
who, having retired from his profession on account of .old age, was not unwilling to
part with his stock-in-trade and secrets for a consideration. Garaman, on his own
initiative, carefully labelled each simple and charm with its name and supposed
action, and then sold the outfit to me. The other basket is from the Undup River,
and was presented recently to the Sarawak Museum by the Rev. W. Howell, a
gentleman whose zeal and generosity in collecting and presenting to our Museum
numerous objects of ethnographical interest, I take this opportunity of acknowledging
with cordial thanks.

An account of Sea-Dyak manung and the ceremonies known as pelian, which
they practise, has been given by the Ven. Archdeacon J. Perham in the Jowrn.
Asiat. Soc. (Straits branch), No. 19 (1887); and is quoted in Ling Roth’s work on
the Nutives of Sarawak and British North Borneo, vol. i, pp. 271-283. Messrs.
Bailey and Howell have added to this account in their valuable Sea-Dyak
Dictionary, under the words manang and pelian; and, in the appendix to the
dictionary, have included, amongst other songs and prayers, a portion of a
manang’s incantation (Appendix, p. 7, No. vi). They also give a list of Sea-Dyak
terms for the various ailments known to them (l.c., p. 22, No. xxvii).

With such well-recognized authorities already in the field, I content myself
in this paper with giving merely a catalogue of the contents of these two medicine-
baskets, noting at the same time the supposed properties of each charm and simple.
Even in this humble task I owe much of my information to the generous aid of
Mzr. Bailey.

The articles in a lupong may be divided into two classes :—

I. Charms, which are, of course, supposed to possess magical properties.
These again might be subdivided into—

1. Charms that frustrate the attacks of evil spirits, and are, therefore,
purely supernatural in their effects. A good example of these is
ubat panse utar.

! This Dictionary is now completed ; it can be obtained at the Printing Office, Sarawak.



