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What Is the Copiale Cipher?

105-page enciphered book dated 1866

found in the East Berlin Academy

mix of Roman letters, abstract symbols, and punctuation
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Path to Decipherment

1 NULLs

2 monoalphabetic substitution

3 homophonic substitution

4 German digraph frequency table

5 avalanching substitution progression

6 unaccented Roman letters for spaces

7 punctuation shortcuts

8 cipher letters for trigraphs

9 German native guidance

10 ambiguous symbols

11 indication of logograms



Worth It?

valuable resource to historians

political commentary about the natural rights of man

modern challenges persist (e.g., Zodiac cipher)

potential hoaxes (e.g., Voynich manuscript)



Sources
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